


INTRODUCTION.

The Japanese (especially the country toilers), are

accustomed from ages past to take long journeys on foot.

The illustrations in this Album depict a New Year's

outing undertaken by two young farmers.
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Having decided on such a journey, attired themselves in rough raiment, and packed their °kit,” we
observe them (after a mile walk) in the ferry boat, crossing the river Fujikawa, in
company with passengers from the local districts.
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The river being at extreme ebb-tide they had to pass over an éxtensive ford ; this was the beginning
of their ¢pleasures.” A jinrikisha-man was seeking a passenger on rather rough ground, but
these handy vehicles can be wheeled almost anywhere, the country jinrikisha-pullers

being as sure of foot as the sure-footed goat.
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Having arrived at the town of Omiya they were greeted with ¢ Ohaerinasai,” ¢ Otomarinasai”’ from the
maids of the many hotels. So anxious are servants to obtain customers that native pedestrians
are subjected to gentle force, as seen here, where a hotel maid is clutching hold
of Tarobel’s sleeve. The guests were secured !
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Leaving the hotel early the next morning, Jirobei and Tarobei made their way towards the Shiraito
Waterfall. It was bitterly cold and windy, but this was forgotten in their ecstasies of delight
in beholding the magnificent snow-mantled Fujiyama in the long, long distance.
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They passed through a small village and noted (from the direction given on the tomb-like stone) that
they must pass to the left in order to reach the Waterfall. These stone guides are very numerous
throughout the country, and are very useful to travellers seeking places of note.
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This Waterfall is known as the ¢ White thread ” Fall, by reason of the water escaping through natural
perforations in the rocks. This Fall is situated amidst a jungle of forest growth (a particular
beauty-feature of Japanese scenery), in all hues of variegation.
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By the wayside they took a rest upon one of the stone mounts, on which may be observed the ancient
Japanese stone lantern.  On the left of the lantern is seen a stone upon which is stated the
name of the giver of this ancient stone ornamentation, and to whom it is dedicated.
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Crossing a primitive bridge on their way to Motore their spirits were dampened somewhat by reason of
the piercing cold. The sky is overcast, and heavy flakes of snow are falling.
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It is now well-nigh a case of being snow-bound.  Their course was due north, and it was a three mile
walk to their next halting place.
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Ascending higher ground they had another fine view of Fujiyama, and a view of the evergreen pine
trees, with their old-time odour seems to have given fresh stimulus to the wearied young fellows.
But they felt warm enough ; indeed, so much so that one of them

removed his head-covering.
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The vitalising effects of absolutely pure air sharpened their appetites, and
thus Tarobei and Jirobei partook of a picnic lunch
on a ¢ tablecloth * of snow.
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They arrived at a spot where a good view of the setting sun was obtainable.
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They needed to cross a lake, and much enjoyed the glorious sun-setting, becoming fascinated by the
ever-changing panorama of golden hues intermixed with tints which only that great
artist, Nature, can produce in its realistic form.
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Having put up at the village of Shoji, the next morning they betook themselves to new scenes. They

were in high spirits, and indulged in song-singing to their heart’s content.
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By this time they were amateur mariners, their next course being via Lake Nishi-no-umi.
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Here they were most hospitably entertained with hot soup and sochi, the customary offerings during the
New Year period. (Note :—Mocki is rice dough, made into small cakes and baked over Hibacli,
the latter name representing the national charcoal stove, the only kind of fireplace’ to be
found in a Japanese home of the old style.) (The kitchen stove is a square apparatus
made of clay.  On this the general cooking is done, and wood, only, is used as fuel. 7
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Another minature sea is the beautiful Lake Kawaguchi. A fair wind assisted them by the aid of a

“white wing,” and the sculler needed only to use his oar for steering. (Note:—Rowing 1s
still regarded as a somewhat modern innovation among plying boatmen, and the
old time skulling boat predominates.)
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Bound for Yoshida they took advantage of a mount Riding their steeds slowly they got through the
snow ruts somewhat more comfortably than before.
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The great stone arch (torii) denotes their arrival at Yoshida. This Z777 marks the first direct road
leading to Fujiyama. Here the tired wafarers spent their third night at a hotel.
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The next morning they started for Yoshida, ez 7oute for Subashiri. Here they encounted a strong wind
which became frolicsome with Tarobei’s hat.
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G the way to Subashiri, Tarobei felt overcome with weariness, and engaged a Zago, the only one to
be found in the village. (Note :—Z&age is a kind of stretcher, attached to horizontal poles,
and borne Ly two £age carriers. For the purpose of ascending Mount Fuji and othér
hilly ground the Zaye is much patronised by foreign and native tourists.
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Arriving at Subashiri the 4ago was dispensed with. Tarobei felt much refreshed and the young
“ explorers’ continued their walk through circuitous routes, chatting and humming favourite
national airs, as is the wont of young countryfolk.
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Footsore and weary, they were slowly but surely nearing their Home, Sweet Home, a village near
Gotemba.
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Atlast! “Everything comes to those who wasz” but in this case we must substitute  wait” for

“walk.” The soiled and toil-worn travellers had arrived at Gotemba ; it was evening ere they
reached their humble village ; and around the homely fire (the /ibac/ki’) they related
their experiences of a cold, tedious yet, pleasant journey to the old
(and young) folks at home.

DOWIZ ! THEFTIFEBROBfFDHY | LI3LL<To=5DEN, 2TOHAIT FD) 2 T ICEXHRZSITIE
LR, Ei%ﬂfi&“ﬂ%’(t AT 6 3B | ”S'%Lﬂio EEEAICEWEZD ;t§777‘7‘_o710 BEoizxRrD K (£
) Z2EA, BELCRELESTZUNEREL WKRDIEREREZ, RICHWAFRDOAR (FLTEHEVWAR) IZE-S T2,



PuBLIsHED
BY

TAMAMURA,

Photographic Studio and
Art Gallery.

No. 42, Nishimachi, Kobe, Japan.

TEL. No. 2007, L.D.

T. TAKAGI, Proprietor.
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